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Many Bills dilute States’ powers: O Brien

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MNEAM Tig b
A dayv after Rajya Sabha
Chairv,an M. Venkaiah Nai-
du hai-vl the recent parlia-
menti v session for clearing
32 Bty the highest in 17
years :oi d Session. Trina-
mooi 1 ongress leader Derek
O'Brics: said many of them
Iad o flated the federal va-
lues «:  ne Constitution.

“( out of cvery four

Bills .. sed attacks the fed-
eral > cture laid down by
the ¢ .stitution and difutes
the - ~crs of the States.” he

said. The Oppuosition parties
played a constructive role.
but the government was not
cooperative, he said.

Many regional parties had
opposed the Bills to amend
the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA}, the
Right to Information Act and
the NIA Act, among others,
The latest amendments to
the UAPA Act empowered
the Home Ministry to declare
any individuat a terrorist and
attach his property without
consulting the police.

The amendments to the

Derek O' Brien

RTI Act will enable the
Centre to decide the terms
and conditions of employ-
ment of even the State Infor-

mation Officers under the
pretest of uniformity. The
changes to the NIA Act mean
the police need not be In-
formed before arrests or
raids.

Women’s quota Bill
Mr. O'Brien also asked why
the government did ool
bring in the Bill 1o reserve
33% seats for women in Par-
liament or the one for data
protection.

“It depends not on how
ntny hours you spend with
the tutor, it depends on the

Onie ut of every fOLll'[le att‘.\d\s the foderal structure laid down by Constitution, says Trinamool MP?

mark sheet and the quality of
college you get into.” he said
of the quality of the legisla-

tion passed withont parlia-

mentary scruting No  Bil
was sent to a select commit-
tee or o standing committec
this sesston,

In the 14th Lok Sablia. -
0% of the Bills were sent to
standing committees and in
the 15th Lok Sabha. it was
71%. In the 16th Lok Sabha.
during the hmt government
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, only 26% of the Bills
went througl this pracess.
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